
Well, where do I start.  
We have had the AGM 
and everyone in office 
stood again and was voted 

back in.   

The Prizegiving went 
very well (details over the 
page) and I would like to 
thank everyone for the 
kind farewell for Team 
Kiwi before we headed to 

the Big Apple   

FOOD FOR 

THOUGHT 

Since our return from 
New York I have had a 
chat to a number of skip-
pers regarding the use of 
spinnakers  on our 

Hartleys. 

It would be great to see 
our fleet flying colourful 
spinnakers on the Manu-
kau Harbour again, and I 
am sure that it would be a 
great advertisement for 
our class.  So far I haven’t 
had anyone who is against 
the idea, so drop me a line 
via email with your 
thoughts.  We have a fan-
tastic trophy given to us 
by the Irish team and we 
could make this an annual 

prize for spinnaker races. 

We are currently going 
through the motions to get 

our bathrooms upgraded.   

The patrol boat is back on 
the water and running 
well, although we will 
probably have to look at 
either upgrading our mo-
tor or some fairly major 
parts replacement in the 

next couple of seasons. 

I have had a meeting with 
the council who have 
promised me that tarseal-
ing our carpark area will 
be in the upcoming works 

schedule. 
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I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Cath 
Imrie for all her support.  
Cath is Club Captain, 
Starter, Recorder and she 
cooks the food on race 

days.   

A big thanks to Rachelle 
Morris for her help in the 
kitchen and for all the 
yummy food from the 
Bridge Café for hungry 

sailors. 

Thanks to Tony Flanna-
gan for organising our 
racing schedules around 

favourable tides. 

Thanks to Manukau City 
Council for their sponsor-
ship of our New York 
team, with money for our 

team uniforms. 

Hope to see you all at our 
first sailing day 14 Octo-

ber. 

 

Brian Pilkington 

STATUE OF LIBERTY 



Annual club subscriptions are due 
now.  The fees were increased at 
the AGM to $75 per sailing mem-
ber and $30 per social member.  
Juniors are still $25.  Our fees are 
still probably the cheapest any-
where, and with our increased 
Yachting NZ fees ($35 per sailing 
person) we had no choice but to 

increase our fees.   

We will hold the Batons Up eve-
ning once again this season.  It 
will be the first week in April, I 

will let you know the date later.  This 
was a fantastic fundraiser for us so 

please mark this in your diary.   

This year we are going to attempt to 
renovate our old and very shabby 
bathroom areas, and obtain funding to 
build a storage facility.  We will keep 

you posted. 

Xmas is just around the corner, I 
know scary isn’t it.  We will be hav-
ing a Xmas party for adults and one 
for kids.  Will let you know the date 
shortly.  We will be running several 

“Learn to Sail courses” this season.  
There will be one for adults as we have 
had quite a few “sheet pullers” say 
they would like to learn how to steer.  
This includes several women, so come 
on all you girls out there who always 
thought you would like to have a go, 
give Kaye a ring 0211124118 if you 

are keen. 

Cath Imrie 
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COMMITTEE 2007/2008 

Commodore  Brian Pilkington 

President  Keith Vazey 

Vice Commodore Greg Smythe 

Secretary  John Teesdale 

Treasurer  Leonie Donn 

Club Captain  Cath Imrie 

Asst Club Capt  Kaye Pilkington 

Sailing Masters  Craig Canute, Bruce Morris 

Handicapper  Trevor Canute 

Patron   Colin Dale 
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NOTE CHANGE 
RACE DAY HOTLINE  

PHONE NUMBER   

021 584883 

CALL FOR UPDATES IF THE 

WEATHER IS CHANGEABLE 

 

PRIZE WINNERS 2006/2007 
 

Challenge Cup  Allan Dawson Tane Mahuta 
Handicap Cup  Allan Dawson Tane Mahuta 
Memorial Cup  Greg Smythe Hartley Moving 
French Bay Cup K Smythe Jive Bunny 
Championship Cup G Smythe Hartley Moving 
Waitakere Points 
Trophy   Clynton Leuty Tight Fit 
Most Consistent 
Crew   Dave Earnshaw 
 

Dinner with Dennis Conner, New York 2007 



It seemed a bit of a daunting task to 
take 6 people who had never sailed as a 
team together halfway round the world 
to sail a regatta on boats that we had 
never set foot on,  in a  river that has a 
reputation as being one of the most 
difficult areas to sail in……but what 
the heck we wanted an adventure and it 
turned out to be a great one. 
 
The day before the regatta started we 
walked the 20 minutes from the hotel 
in Soho, through ground zero to the 
Manhattan sailing club at Dennis Con-
ner’s North Cove Marina for our prac-
tice session. 
 
The weather was atrocious.  It was 
blowing a gale and pouring with rain 
and we had been told not to bother 
packing wet weather gear because the 
weather in New York is hot and fine 
that time of year. 
 
All the other teams had cancelled their 
training sessions, but they had all 
sailed these boats (J24’s) for years and 
we needed to get our heads around it 
all before the regatta started the next 
day, so we grabbed the club sailing rep 
and out we went. 
 
About three hours later we had got the 
boat squared away back at the club and 
had to walk dripping wet back up 
Broadway because no cab would take 
us in our state.  It is not easy to get the 
attention of New Yorkers, they have 
seen it all, but they hadn’t seen the 
likes of us squelching and shivering 
along with the beautiful people of the 
Big Apple. 
 
The practice session went well.  It was 
very testing in the conditions but was 
what we needed to do to sort out who 
was doing what and how we were go-
ing to sail the boat. 

It was decided that the three guys, my-
self, Jeff Lewllyn and Bill Hartley 
would sail all the races and the girls 
would have a day off each for shop-
ping   Jeff helmed the boat and did an 
excellent job.  He had Bill in the cock-
pit with him for sail trimming and as-
sisting the girls with the spinnaker han-
dling .   I handled the bow work and 
was ably assisted by Carol Hartley and 
Kaye  (my wife) at the mid-bow.  
Jeff’s partner Jan Smillie, who had 
very little sailing experience, turned 
out to be a dark horse.  She was a whiz 
on the spinnaker sheets and got stuck 
in to the tasks asked of her. 
 
The Hudson river is a very tricky piece 
of water for sailors.  The tide flow al-
manac they showed us has a trillion 
diagrams in it for every variation of 
tide, wind strength and direction, and 
the effects of  water volume flowing 
into the river from upstate weather 
conditions.   It was  obvious that the 
local teams were going to be the ones 
to watch out for! 
 
Our first race we got ourselves a 5th.  
The next two races that day we got 
good starts and were very handy in the 
top of the fleet but, when conditions 
changed, and several of the fleet 
started going backwards down the river 
to the Statue of liberty they abandoned 
the races and called it a day. 
 
At the end of it all we beat the French 
team and the Irish team and were beat-
ing the Italians and one of the Aussie 
teams until the last day of racing so we 
were rapt with the result. 
 
Our team work was great and we had 
the boat going quick down wind but 
we struggled with getting height on the 
upwind legs.  Swapping boats after 
every race didn’t make it easy to figure 

things out either, but we always 
knew we were going to be up 
against it, that’s what an adventure 
is about isn’t it ..? 
 
Most of the teams sailed together 
at their home clubs and some had 
been together for 24 and 26 years 
so there was plenty of experience 
out there. 
 
The social functions each night 
with the other teams was an excel-
lent way to end the day . Dennis 
Conner attended each night and 
was an excellent host with Michael 
Fortenbaugh, the Commodore of 
the Manhattan sailing club. There 
were a couple of  ex-pat Kiwis in 
the  teams from Ireland and  Ber-
muda, and we formed an affinity 
with a team of Aussie girls and an 
Italian team from Bergamo. 
 
Did we love the experience and 
adventure…yes we did.  Would we 
go back there to race…probably 
not on the Hudson river again…but 
we have been invited to sail in the 
St Kitts five-countries-in-five-days 
regatta…..now that sounds like an 
adventure. 
 
Heaps of thanks to everyone for 
their support 

Brian Pilkington 

Commodore 

Manukau Yacht and Motor 

boat Club. 

The Manhattan Experience 

MANUKAU YACHT & MOTOR BOAT CLUB 


